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Plastering, Rendering,  Drylining, 
Floor Screeding, 

Dot and Dab,  
Metal and Timber Stud Work.

NO JOB  TOO SMALL

For your FREE quote 
Tel: 07944 776040

Email:chris_waldman@msn.com

C.M.W. PLASTERING

MCA
GARAGE SERVICES

MOT Testing Cars & Motorbikes (Classes 1, 2 & 4)

Servicing & Repairs to all makes/models

Bodywork / free estimates

Clutches, gearboxes, headgaskets – all repaired

Welding to M.O.T. standard • Diagnostics

Open 8.00am–5.30pm Mon–Fri • 8.00am–1.00pm Sat

All major debit/credit cards accepted

FOUNDRY GARAGE, CRAY ROAD, CROCKENHILL
NEAR SWANLEY, KENT BR8 8LP

Tel: 01322 615229   Fax: 01322 665525
Email: m.rivers@mcagarageservices.com
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WELCOME
WHEN you need to find the telephone
number of your favourite restaurant, the
address of a local school or where to go
to buy something special, where should
you look?

You could wade through the pages of a
directory, or search the Internet. But how
much easier and quicker it is to keep this
little residents’ guide at hand.

In this guide you will find a wealth of local
references, neatly gathered together in
easy-to-find sections. It also has a street
map on the centre pages, which can be
invaluable when looking for an unfamiliar
road.

This guide is designed for those who live in Swanley, or are planning to do so. It will
acquaint them with what the town has to offer.

It has been well supported by advertisers, who have recognised its value in reaching their
customers. Sharon Bell, Publisher

Swanley Sign

Gary Sargeant + Company
Add a sixth sense to your business

OUR SERVICES
• Limited Company Audits & Accounts

Production
• Partnership & Sole Trader Accounts
• Management Accounts & Sage
• Cash Flow Statements & Profit Forecasts
• Bookkeeping & VAT
• Personal Taxation
• Inland Revenue Investigations
• Payroll
• Inheritance Tax Planning
• Information Technology Services

For Further Information Please Call

01322 614681
or email andy@gary-sargeant.co.uk

www.gary-sargeant.co.uk

5 White Oak Square, London Rd, Swanley

FIRST
CONSULTATION

FREE



HISTORY

SWANLEY RESIDENTS’ GUIDE

6 2011-2012

IT is sometimes hard to believe on bumper-to-tail journeys by car around Swanley that day to day life
was so very different in this north Kent region at the time of the Norman conquest. 

In 1066, a handful of farm hands was responsible for tending the welfare of a few herds of cattle as
Swanley's only industry. Life was hard but peaceful, and wildlife flourished in a haven of idyllic
spleandour, amidst the oak, sycamore and ash woodland that abounded. 

Swanley consisted of a few humble homesteads when the Domesday Book was under construction.
Later, some of the thick woodland was cleared for the construction of more substantial property in the
heart of old Swanley village. The Elizabethan Cottage, an English Heritage building, is one such
property. Its charm has endured the passage of time. Today it looks as chocolate box picturesque as it
did when builders installed the inglenook fireplaces
and manhandled oak beams into position to
guarantee lengthy preservation of the property.
Several other delightful properties had been
constructed in the village by the time Swanley's first
map was published in 1790.

St Paul's Church was built as a centre for
community worship, and in 1862 a school went up
that is as closely associated to the church today as
it was when built for the benefit of an expanding
local population. Today, it is difficult to believe that
the frenetic pace of everyday life and roar of traffic
choked streets has developed from such humble
and tranquil origins.

The contrast between then and now is best
illustrated by the timescale involving today's
businessman, who leaves home in Swanley early morning for a business meeting in Paris starting three
or four hours later. Measure that against a herdsman driving cows from fields to milking sheds and back
again in roughly the same amount time as that commuter on the Eurostar train.

Evidence of medieval times and the madness of modern Britain has been embraced cleverly by planners
responsible for Swanley's development. If you want to see what homestead life was like in the old days,
visit Swanley village. If you fancy a bargain or two on a rapid shopping spree, head for the centre of the
new Swanley, a hubbub of urban retail life in an ever changing commercial world.

The arrival of the railway changed life for ever in Swanley. The town became an important horticulture
centre; its green fields and temperate climate became an attraction for a medical world seeking a cure
for sick Londoners; and London weighting allowances were seen as a major attraction for business
people prepared to travel to work for greater reward.

How ironic that one of the first personality to impose himself on the area should be a railwayman.
Stationmaster John Rice Hilton was a man of substance, reflecting the importance of the new age of
steam that was providing Victorian England with an exciting new form of passenger travel. Mr Hilton
emigrated to the United States in 1869 to help develop an episcopal church in Wichita, Kansas.

Not surprisingly Swanley developed as a railway town, becoming an important railhead for commuters
to enjoy the pleasures of a healthy life in the country while working in a smokey capital. The commuter
link to London; the development of motor travel; and the success of Swanley Horticultural College, led
to horticulture becoming the predominant industry. Nurseries and florists’ outlets blossomed, while
casual farm labouring job opportunities on farms were in short supply.

In mid-Victorian times, Swanley had some thriving local businesses. Butchery businesses, builders, and
coal merchants flourished. Retail shop outlets opened, and Swanley had its own post office from these
times. By the end of the 1870s, the official population census stood at 616 persons.

The opening of Swanley Horticultural College in 1887 was well received. At first the college encouraged
male students only, but by the early 1890s the first females were admitted. Shortly after the turn of the
century, females only were admitted with horticulture firmly established as of greater importance to the
community than agriculture.

Historic Elizabethan Cottage
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Swanley became a haven of hope and opportunity for orphaned children escaping to a better life from
squalid conditions in London. The Swanley Home for Little Boys was opened as an offshoot of one built
in Tottenham. Seamanship was a key feature of an impressive curriculum and many of the boys went
on in later life to serve the country at sea. Times were good at the start of the 20th century with the
railway, horticulture, light industry, retail shops and the post office becoming the main sources of
employment by the time of Queen Victoria's death. Police station opened in the town on the London
Road site that the Kent County Police still occupy.

By the end of the 19th century, Swanley had three hospitals, the Kettlewell; Parkwood; and White Oak.
The Kettlewell, built on what is now the side for Asda’s car park, reflected Swanley’s concern for
London’s poor communities. Many of its earliest patients were the sick of impoverished families
recovering from major surgery performed in the capital. In those days, Swanley was recognised as a
healthy community on the edge of the capital in which to recuperate. The Parkwood Hospital was used
similarly and White Oak specialised in treating children with eye troubles.

The Swanley Nursing Association appointed a district nurse for Swanley and Hextable, who provided a
vital service right up to the launch of the NHS after the Second World War The First World War had taken
its toll on Swanley. By the end of the conflict, 110 townfolk were dead.their listed on the war memorial
at St Mary's Church. A Swanley inhabitant, Staff Paymaster Joseph Gate, was one of the first British
officers killed in action.

The development of the motor car and a more affluent society resulted in a massive growth of traffic in
and around London. Swanley, once a crossroads with virtually no buildings, was now an increasingly
busy corner of north west Kent. Road and rail connections were excellent for travel to London or other
Kent towns. But Swanley became a traffic bottleneck. 

The bus became an important form of transport for work and pleasure. Many of the buses were not in
the best condition, some of them second hand when pressed into service to take people to their places
of work in neighbouring Dartford and other towns. Passengers would often have to disembark to push
buses up hills before re-boarding.

The Swanley Train Disaster in 1937 resulted in a new station being built to replace the old Swanley



Junction. Four people were killed, 11 were rushed to hospital and 36 suffered minor injuries when the
Margate–Victoria express train crashed into empty rolling stock at 11.18pm on June 27, 1937.

The pressure on land for residential use reflected a growing population. The social life of the town grew
with the recreation ground in St Mary’s Road becoming something of an oasis of sporting opportunity
for local inhabitants. Football, cricket, bowls and tennis clubs were formed. The Hextable and Swanley
WI was founded in 1918 and Swanley had a Corona cinema from 1938 to reflect the surge of interest
in an exciting and expanding Hollywood movie industry. At its peak of popularity, 900 people queued to
see the big feature films, many of them shown on the panoramic wide screen unveiled in 1954.

A Swanley bypass was discussed in 1938. It was finally built in the 1960s. A second London Airport, muted
for Swanley and Farningham in top level discussions just before the Second World War, never materialised.

The Swanley Working Men’s Club, established in 1888, offered pleasant surrounds and convivial
conversation for men at the end of long working days. Later the Club and Institute arm of the club
opened to host cultural and social events and provide a public library for members.

Swanley was spared the bomb damage that nearby towns such as Dartford suffered. The Swanley Home
for Little Boys was struck by an incendiary bomb and a V2 rocket fell near the school in 1945 to shatter
school windows. Swanley Horticultural College, a vital source of opportunity for so long, was badly
damaged by a bomb.

Postwar Swanley went through a period of sustained growth which far outweighed development
between the wars. London overspill poured into the north Kent towns, and Swanley welcomed its share
of new inhabitants. Slum sites were cleared, new council houses and flats were built, and the sheer
volume of development left a lot to be desired in terms of services available to an expanding population.
Schools and shops, in particular, had lost ground.

A new fire station was opened in 1962; and new post office two years later. Victorian houses and shops
were demolished to create a new town centre. Much of the re-development of the 60’s and 70’s was
unimaginative. Horace Balls, a local historian, described it as “completely lacking in character”. By 1965
the old Corona cinema was closed and used for bingo and just one month before England won the
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Hextable Bakery
25 College Road • Hextable

Kent BR8 7LN

01322669155 / 07717173107

Freshly baked breads, pastries & croissants.

Homemade quiches, apple pies & sponges.

We cater for all celebrations, funerals &
business lunches.

Salad bowls, paninis, toasted sandwiches,
filled baguettes, cappuccinos, espresso, lattes.

RICHARD WRIGHT Ex BT Engineer

01322 447796 • 07973 821 285

Broadband and Internet Specialists
Telephone Socket Installed Professionally

• Over 20 Years Experience
• Repairs to Existing Sockets
• No Wiring Seen – Neat & Tidy Work
• Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates
Installations For Phone, Fax,
Internet, Alarms & Sky TV
S.E. London – Kent – Maidstone 
& Surrounding Area

www.phone-sockets.co.uk

Missed advertising in this guide and
want to advertise in the next one?

Contact one of our sales executives to
discuss your requirements on

01233 643574

Don’t miss out on this fabulous
advertising opportunity

For further details and free samples contact
Plus Publishing Services, Sycamore House,
Willesborough Ind. Park, Kennington Road,

Willesborough, Ashford, Kent TN24 0NR
Tel: 01233 643574

Email: admin@pluspublishing.co.uk
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EDUCATION
SWANLEY Technology College was awarded technology collecte status in 2005. The vocational
education centre was opened in 2006 to enable the school to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum
relevant to the demands of the modern work place
and a rapidly developing technological world.

The college is four form entry with 120 students in
each year group, including a Sixth Form. The
college works closely Hextable Secondary School
and Wilmington Enterprise College to provide a
coherent 14–19 curriculum entitlement for young
people.

Hextable School of Performing Arts is a mixed
ability high school with a roll of 825 students.
Based in Egerton Avenue, Hextable, Swanley.

A range of local infants and primary schools
provide Swanley residents with a wide range of
education opportunities for their children. The
voluntary aided St Bartholomew's Catholic Primary School, Sycamore Drive has a school roll of more
than 300 pupils aged 5–11. St Mary's Church of England voluntary aided primary school; St Paul's
Church of England voluntary controlled primary school; and Hextable Junior School are among a
number of popular local schools.

Furness School, Hextable is a community special school for students with behavioural and emotional
problems. It offers very high care standards. The school prepares students to achieve the confidence
and the standards necessary to take their rightful place in the workplace and in society.

Swanley Technology College

World Cup in 1966, a new bypass was opened to relieve Swanley of the traffic jams that had choked its
centre for so many years.

The re-development of Swanley town centre in the period between 1960 and 1975 created a more
impressive range of shops with new post office, fire station, library, police station, schools and swimming
pool. But as with so many town centre developments carried out in that period, the march of progress
and demand for aesthetically pleasing architecture led to renewed demands for a re-think. The dated
and drab architecture of the Sixties and Seventies under threat and by the mid-1990s, Sevenoaks
District Council had completed plans for a new-look centre.

Swanley was re-developed for the second time in three decades. Trees were planted in the centre; a
waterfall created, fountains built, CCTV installed and the town library re-built and enlarged with tourist
information office, adult education, volunteer bureau and meeting rooms established on its site at the
corner of St Mary’s Road and London Road. The town centre is now an altogether “greener” area, but
not as peaceful as those far off days when the sound of songbirds ruled.

ROBERT MURRELL
BSc FCOptom  DCLP

Spectacles
Contact Lenses    

Eye Examinations

31 Swanley Centre,
Swanley, Kent, BR8 7TL

01322 663231

HOME HILL
GARAGE LTD
Servicing All Makes     Tyres

MOT’s While You Wait
Mechanical Repairs

TEL. 01322 662231
Home Hill Hextable Swanley Kent BR8 7RR
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THE opening of a new clubhouse at Swanley's Pedham Place Golf Centre in 2011 added an exciting,
fresh impetus to the golfing scene in north west Kent.

Pedham Place Golf Centre, opened in June 1996, is located on the edge of Swanley, reached via the
A20, and within easy reach of the M20 and M25. The centre consists of an 18-hole links style golf course;
9-hole Par 3 academy course; and 36 bay floodlit driving range.

SPORT AND LEISURE

DARENT Valley Hospital, Dartford; Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Woolwich Common; and Queen Mary's
Hospital, Frognal Avenue, Sidcup have services to rival any hospitals in the country, all of them within
easy reach of Swanley.

Darent Valley Hospital, the jewel in the crown of the Dartford and Gravesham NHS Trust, one of the
best performing trusts in the country, is a modern hospital with an extensive range of acute, mainly
hospital-based health services for Dartford, Gravesham and Swanley. 

Opened in 2001, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Woolwich, was built to accommodate services
provided previous at Greenwich District Hospital. It offers full accident and emergency facilties. It has
more than 500 beds. The hospital provides a full range of health care. Seven main theatres are in full
use and two-day surgery theatres are kept busy.

The Queen Mary’s Hospital, Sidcup, is run by an NHS Trust rated the sixth most improved in the
country. This is a patient focused hospital with a 24-hour accident and emergency service. The
hospital’s Macmillan Centre celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2008. More than 50,000 cancer
patients have been treated here since it opened.

HEALTH

For a caring approach whatever your needs

■ 24 Hour Service ■ Memorial Masonry Service ■ Private Chapels of Rest
■ Horse-drawn hearse and other specialist vehicles available ■ Pre-paid funeral plans

Quality with compromise
35 Station Road, Swanley BR8 8ES
Tel: 01322 669000

38 Homesdale Road, Bromley BR2 9LD
Tel: 0208 460 1888

19 Carlton Parade, Orpington BR6 0JD
Tel: 01689 870030

1 Knightrider Street, Maidstone ME15 6LP
Tel: 01622 688 662

788 London Road, Larkfield ME20 6BE
Tel: 01732 871188

Maxted House, High Street, Staplehurst TN12 0AH
Tel: 01580 892125

54 - 56 Kings North Road, Ashford TN23 6HT
Tel: 01233 643000

100 - 102 East Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4RX
Tel: 01795 431300

Pre-planning gives you the peace of mind of knowing that the arrangements you particularly want, will be conducted
sensibly in dignified respect to your wishes.

Pre-paying now will save you, your family or your estate a great deal of money. Bought now at today’s prices, the Funeral
Director’s costs are guaranteed no matter when it is needed or how much the costs of a funeral have risen in the mean time.

www.dovesfunerals.co.uk

Funera l  Di rectors  and Memor ia l  Masons
Funeral arrangements . . . they shouldn’t be the last thing on your mind
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SHOWROOM OPEN6 DAYS 9am-5pmEvening and WeekendAppointments Available

CARROLL CARPETS
& FLOORING
Speak To An Expert,
Not Just A Salesman

• All Types of Carpet 

• Vinyl

• Laminates

• Wooden Flooring

• Luxury Vinyl Tiles

• Free Estimates

• Free Fitting

FREEPHONE
0800 317452

FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING
REQUIREMENTS!

11 - 13 Station Road, Swanley
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Drink
&

Food

IN SWANLEY

RAJ OF INDIA
INDIAN RESTAURANT

AND TAKEAWAY
New free home delivery service

(On orders over £13 within 5 mile radius)

Serving the community for the last 
25 years with a homely atmosphere

at affordable prices.
Opening Hours:  Lunch: 12.00–2.00pm

Evenings: 5.30–11.00pm (Sunday–Thursday)
5.30–11.30pm (Friday and Saturday)

including Bank Holidays

Tel: 01322 613651 / 666254
23/25 High Street, Swanley, Kent BR8 8AE

Coffee Shop and
Sandwich Bar

Thanks A Latte, on
Main Road, Hextable
offers speciality
coffees, cream teas,
breakfast and
lunch with indoor
and outdoor seating.

We can cater for home/office
deliveries and parties/functions.

T: 01322 837004
E: info@thanksalatte.co.uk
W: www.thanksalatte.co.uk
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Birchwood Park and Lullingstone Park also
have driving ranges to supplement their golf
courses and first class facilities for members and
non-members.

Lullingstone, based at Parkgate Road, Chelsfield,
Orpington, has 18-hole and 9-hole courses
located in more than 500 acres of the Darenth
Valley.

Mention the name Tony Cascarino and football
followers think of Millwall, Gillingham and the
Republic of Ireland. Soccer fans in Swanley think
also of Crockenhill Football Club, members of
the Kent County League Division One West.
Founded in 1946, The Crocks has a proud history,
dating back to its membership of the Kent
Amateur League. The club became Kent League
champions in 1983. The story goes that
Cascarino, a Crockenhill product, was sold to Gillingham for a set of new tracksuits. The club’s ground
is a 10 minute car journey from Swanley.

The highest levels of coaching, quality football and sportsmanship are taught at Hexley Rangers
Football Club, a community based club based at Downsview Primary School, launched in May 2005
with two sides for under-11s and under-12s.

A decent standard of football is delivered by Furness Football Club, a flourishing club, keen to bring
new players to their ground at Green Court Road, Crockenhill.

The thrills – and occasional spills – associated with motorcycle sport is available in abundance at
Canada Heights, Swanley, home to Sidcup and District Motorcycle Club since 1938. The venue
became famous for hosting BBC Grandstand trophy events 50 years ago.

Access roads were laid, undergrowth and refuse cleared, a new track laid and trees planted with the onus
on countryside and wildlife preservation. The police use the course for motorcycle training. Other groups
are encouraged to use the course, including campers, walkers, horse riders, scouts and mountain bikers.
Moto-cross, of course, is the main feature, drawing large entries and crowds to all events.

St Mary's Recreation Ground, close to the town centre, is one of the best used sports grounds in
north Kent. It has football pitches, six floodlit all-weather tennis and netball courts, large well equipped
play area, and one of the biggest and best roller blading and BMX areas in the region. The ground is
used heavily by local schools and hosts a large number of community events and activities, and is
less than 10 minutes walk from the town centre.

Swanley’s White Oak Leisure Centre offers a wide range of sporting facilities. Football, gymnastics
and trampolining are just a few of the many sports activities on offer.

Charlton Athletic Football Club are closely associated with the White Oak set-up, sending their
coaches into the building to give youngsters the benefit of quality coaching. The centre caters for
martial arts, short tennis, cricket, squash, badminton, table tennis and fencing.

The centre has magnificent swimming facilities, including a 33 metre swim pool with diving area,
teaching pool, gym and exercise studio, six court multi-sports hall, three squash courts, Treasure
Island soft play area, cafe, crèche, martial arts facility and practice hall.

Facilities at the centre are made available for children’s activities (under five years) and leisure areas
can be booked for birthdays and other red-letter days in the year. The Over-50s are encouraged to
use the centre for exercise and entertainment.

Indoor bowls is available at the White Oak Indoor Bowls Centre. It has an eight rink hall, and is
popular with all participants in this sport, including outdoor enthusiasts, who play in the summer at
Swanley Bowls Club, Beechenlea Lane.

■   ■   ■

White Oak Leisure Centre
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BRANDS Hatch, one of the world's most famous
motor racing circuits, is Swanley's most prestigious
local attractions. It attracts crowds of more than
50,000, and although not part of the current
Formula One Grand Prix cicuit, is a haven for motor
car and motorbike racing enthusiasts.

Brands Hatch holds race meetings on almost every
weekend during the motorsport season. The events
range from small club series to major international
races, which include the FIA World Touring Car
Championship; Formula Two Championship; British
Tour Car Championship; British Formula 3; and
British Superbike Championship.

Many rallycross events are held at Brands, and
initiatives for budding grand prix drivers and
ordinary motorists, just wanting to test their skills on
the famous circuit,  are available Contact: 01474
872331.

Swanley Park covers some 60 acres of countryside between Swanley and Hextable. The parkland has
been developed over the past two decades as a major visitor attraction. Five separate parcels of land
were acquired to create this gloriously peaceful area in a largely urban area.

A large boating lake is the focal point of Swanley Park. They hold model boat competitions on a stretch
of water that is man-made yet has such natural features it is difficult to imagine this was purpose built.

The Swanley New Barn Railway runs on 800 metres of track round the park. Passengers embark at two
stations in the park, Lakeside and New Barn Halt, before setting off on a scenic route through areas of
plantlife and wildlife.

All the traditional facilities for children are available from a well-equipped play area, paddling pool, sand
play area and safe enclosure for the very young. A wildlife meadow was planted by local residents to
commemorate the Millennium. Volunteers formed the Swanley Environment Group to develop the park
with new tree schemes and other plants to encourage wildlife to reside in the area. A new avenue of
trees, many of them donated by local town folk, were planted for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.
Unemployed local youths converted a disused cowshed to create a parkland cafe, which offers
refreshments during the summer months.

Swanley stages public events in the park, including fun days, cross country events and model yachting
competitions. Full details are available on website www.swanleypark.co.uk

Petham Park is a smaller community park, featuring adventure play facilities and an area for five-a-side
football. Smaller open space areas can be found at Westview and Beechenlea Lane. Swanley Town
Council is proud of its record for encouraging local residents to lead a healthy lifestyle, doing its best to
promote environmental awareness at every opportunity. Danson Park, Bexleyheath is another area of
parkland that attracts many family groups.

The Thames Barrier, completed in 1984, attracts large numbers of visitors to its site at Unity Way,
Woolwich. A short journey from Swanley, visitors are encouraged to spend time in the Visitors Centre
where they can inspect the history of the Thames and a detailed description of the Barrier, built to
prevent serious flooding of the capital. The GLC decided preventative measures were necessary in 1965
and nine years later the work began. The Visitors Centre can be accessed easily from North Greenwich
Underground station. Inspection by boat can be made from Greenwich and Westminster Pier.

Lullingstone Castle and its World Garden of Plants can be reached by car in less than half an hour from
Swanley. One of England’s oldest family estates dating back to the Domesday Book, the present manor
house and gatehouse were built in 1497 and have been home to the same family ever since. Both Henry
VIII and Queen Anne were regular visitors. Hidden in the grounds are Queen Anne’s Bathhouse and an
18th century Ice House. The world garden, tended lovingly by Tom Hart Dyke, the 20th generation
member of his family to live on the estate, is laid out in the shape of a map of the world. The World Garden

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

Swanley Park
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PLACES OF WORSHIP
All Souls’ Church
The Vicarage
Eynsford Road
Crockenhill, Swanley BR8 8JS
Tel: 01322 662157 

Holy Apostles RC Church
2 Sycamore Drive 
Swanley 
BR8 7AY
Tel: 01322 662698
Email: twelveapostles@btinternet.com  

LISTINGS

opens in April. Close to Lullington is St Botolph’s
parish church, built in Norman times, containing
some of England’s oldest stained glass windows.

Rail enthusiasts travel through lovely countryside to
inspect the Eynsford Viaduct, built in the 19th
century to create a rail link between Chatham and
Sevenoaks. It crosses the River Darenth at
Eynsford, offering visitors a spectacular view of the
best of Victorian railway architecture.

Hall Place and Danson House, managed by
Bexley Heritage Trust, is an eye-opening trip for
those fascinated by the renovation and upkeep of
some of England’s finest listed buildings. Hall Place,
built in 1537 for Sir John Champneys, a wealthy
merchant and former Lord Mayor of London, is a
Grade One listed building. The estate covers 65
hectares of undulating land running alongside the
banks of the River Cray. The main house has re-
opened after a major programme of restoration and
development. Displays include a history of the great house and exhibits from Bexley’s extensive
museum collection.

Shorne Wood Country Park, Brewers Road, Shorne covers nearly 200 acres of beautiful countryside.
It has been designated a site of special scientific interest, and has become a haven for wildlife.

Shorne Wood consists chiefly of woodland, heathland, meadows and wetland. The 1987 Hurricane took
its toll, but a vast re-planting scheme restored much of the wooded area. The woodland is particularly
well known for its dragonflies. Watch out, too, for the rhododendrons in late spring.

■   ■   ■

Eynsford Viaduct

Come and join us at our warm and
friendly group at Swanley Youth

and Community Centre, St. Marys
Road, MONDAYS 7pm.

Call Jo for details 07732462441.

Mobile Car Servicing   Repairs

MOT’s Handled 4 U   Fully Insured

Service Book Stamped

PHONE: 01322 554952
MOBILE: 07980 573224

J.P.AUTOS
Proprietor Jim Porter

MOBILE MECHANICEST 1976
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St. Marys C of E Church Vicarage
London Road
Swanley BR8 7AQ
Father James Mowbury
Tel: 01322 662201 
Email: vicarofswanley@sky.com

The Parish of St Peter’s Hextable and 
St Paul’s Swanley Village
c/o St Peter’s Church
College Road
Hextable BR8 7RH
Tel: 01322 662320

United Reformed Church
Christ Church
Corner of High Street
& Kings Wood Avenue
Swanley BR8 8AN
Tel: 01322 665024
Email: sue_office.manager@yahoo.co.uk
www.christ-church-swanley.org.uk

HEALTH
NHS Direct
Tel: 0845 46 47
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 

Hospitals 
South London Healthcare NHS Trust
Trust HQ: Queen Mary’s Hospital 
Frognal Avenue
Sidcup, Kent DA14 6LT
Tel: 020 830 22678

Doctors
The Cedars Surgery
26 Swanley Centre
Swanley BR8 7AH 
Tel: 01322 663111

Oaks Child Health Clinic
Nightingale Way
Swanley BR8 7UP
Tel: 01322 614131

The Oaks Surgery 
Nightingale Way
Swanley BR8 7UP
Tel: 01322 668775
www.oakssurgery.org.uk 

Dentists
Avant Garde Dental Service
1 High Street
Swanley BR8 8AE
Tel: 01322 668150

The Tooth Booth
3 The Mall, London Road
Swanley BR8 7WL 
Tel: 01322 667747

White Oak Dental Practice
London Road
Swanley BR8 7AP
Tel: 01322 662267

Wyndcott Dental Centre 
Wyndcott
Birchwood Park Avenue
Swanley BR8 7AT
Tel: 01322 662493

Opticians
Robert Murrell
31 Swanley Centre
Swanley BR8 7TL
Tel: 01322 663231

EDUCATION
Nursery & Pre Schools
Dawn to Dusk Day Nursery
Swanley School
St. Mary’s Road
Swanley BR8 7TE
Tel: Janice Elliott 01322 660330
Email: dddns@btconnect.com  

Swanley Kindergarten
Christchurch Centre 
Kingswood Avenue
Swanley BR8 8AN
Tel: 01322 662870
Email: patheather@btinternet.com 

Primary Schools
Crockenhill Primary School
The Green, Crockenhill
Swanley BR8 8JG
Headteacher: Mrs Sue Norwell
Tel: 01322 662179

High Firs Primary School
Court Crescent
Swanley BR8 8NR
Headteacher: Mr Colin Turtle
Tel: 01322 669721
Email: headteacher@high-firs.kent.sch.uk 

Hextable Primary School
Rowhill Road, Hextable BR8 7RL
Headteacher: Mrs Kate Thew
Tel: 01322 663792
www.hextable-primary.org.uk 
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St. Mary’s Church of England (VA) 
Primary School
St. Mary’s Road
Swanley BR8 7BU
Headteacher: Mrs Amanda McGarrigle
Tel: 01322 665212
www.st-marys-swanley.kent.sch.uk 

Horizon Primary School
Hilda May Avenue
Swanley BR8 7BT
Headteacher: Mrs M Fenniche
Tel: 01322 665235
Email: headteacher@horizon.kent.sch.uk

Downsview Primary School
Beech Avenue
Swanley BR8 8AU
Advisory Headteacher: Mr Duncan Edwards
Tel: 01322 662594
Email: admin@downsview-primary.kent.sch.uk 
www.downsview-primary.kent.sch.uk 

St. Bartholomew’s Catholic Primary School
Sycamore Drive, Swanley BR8 7AY
Headteacher: Mr Kevin McPartland 
Tel: 01322 663119
www.st-bartholomewsrc-pri.kent.sch.uk 

St. Paul’s Church of England (VC) 
Primary School
School Lane
Swanley Village
Swanley BR8 7PJ
Headteacher: Mr Desmond Watson
Tel: 01322 664324
Email: headteacher@
st-pauls-swanley.kent.sch.uk 
www.st-pauls-swanley.kent.sch.uk 

Secondary Schools & Colleges
Hextable School
Egerton Avenue
Hextable
Swanley BR8 7LU
Headteacher: Mr Peter Dalton
Tel: 01322 668621
www.hextable.kent.sch.uk 

Orchards Academy 
St. Mary’s Road
Swanley BR8 7TE
Head of Academy: Mr Ben Smith 
Tel: 01322 665231
Email: admin@swanley.kent.sch.uk 
www.swanley.kent.sch.uk 

OSTEOPATHY
THE NATURAL APPROACH

TO GOOD HEALTH

Jenny Couling Do Hons.

& Paul Allum BSc Hons.

Registered Osteopaths

For appointments please contact:

Swanley Osteopaths
42a High Street, Swanley

Kent BR8 8BQ

Telephone

O1322 665166

PIPING HOT PLUMBING
& HEATING SERVICES

Landlord Safety Certificate
Central Heating Upgrades

Bathroom/Shower Installation
Power Flushing

Full Property Maintenance
Service

Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed

Mob 07973358011
Tel/Fax 01322 665865  16416
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Special Schools
Furness School
Rowhill Road
Hextable
Swanley BR8 7RP
Tel: 01322 662937
Email: headteacher@furness.kent.sch.uk  
www.furness.kent.sch.uk 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Swanley Town Council 
Civic Centre 
St Mary’s Road
Swanley BR8 7BU 
Tel: 01322 665855
www.swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk 

CHARITABLE & VOLUNTARY
ORGANISATIONS
Allergy UK
Planwell House
LEFA Business Park
Edgington Way
Sidcup DA14 5BH 
Helpline Tel: 01322 619898 
(Mon – Fri 9am – 5pm)
Email: info@allergyuk.org
www.allergyuk.org

Churches Child Protection 
Advisory Service 
PO Box 13
Swanley BR8 7UQ
Tel: 0845 120 45 50
Email: info@ccpas.co.uk
www.ccpas.co.uk 

DebRA Shop
50 Swanley Centre
Swanley BR8 7TQ
Tel: 01322 613048
www.debra.org.uk

Parents Consortium
Allsworth Court
40 St. David’s Road
Swanley BR8 7RJ
Tel: 01322 668501
Email: admin@parentsconsortium.co.uk 
www.parentsconsortium.co.uk 

Retired Greyhound Trust 
RGT Croftview, Harvel
Nr Meopham DA13 0UE 
Local Tel: 01474 815273
National Tel: 08448 268424
www.rgtcroftview.co.uk

HALL & ROOMS FOR
HIRE AT CHRIST

CHURCH CENTRE
Kingswood Avenue
Swanley, BR8 8AN

01322 665024 / 07904400472
sue_office.manager@yahoo.co.uk
www.christ-church-swanley.org.uk

Our centre consists of a large hall 
and two smaller rooms.

Great for one off or long term
bookings. 

Ideal for children’s birthday
parties – with plenty of room for 

a bouncy castle if required.

Contact Sue Smith for details.

EXTENDED OPENING HOURS
We now provide hours to suit you and
your child between 9.30 and 3.15pm

Strong partnership with parents

Qualified staff in a safe, friendly and
caring environment

For more information and registration form
please ring or come along at your leisure

Christchurch Centre
Kingswood Avenue • Swanley

Telephone: 01322 662870

Swanley Kindergarten
Established
since 1965
present owner
since 1989
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Rural Age Concern Darent Valley 
27-37 High Street
Swanley BR8 8AE
Tel: 01322 666448/666118/668106
Swanley Day Centre Tel: 01322 667161
Fawkham Day Centre Tel: 01474 879473 
Email: ageconcern@ic24.net 

North West Kent Volunteer Centre 
Swanley Library
London Road
Swanley BR8 7AE
Tel: 0845 241 2180

SPORT & LEISURE
Leisure Centres
White Oak Leisure Centre
Hilda May Avenue
Swanley BR8 7BT
Tel: 01322 662188
Email: wolc@sencio.org.uk

Clubs & Societies
Hextable Active Retirement Association 
Contact: Terry or Irene Chapman
Tel: 01322 665457
Email: terrychapman@fsmail.net 

Swanley Junction Working Mens Club
18 High Street
Swanley BR8 8BG
Tel: 01322 667925
(Members hall for hire)

Swanley Twinning Association
Chairman: Mike Crowther-Watson 
Tel: 01732 883620

Thursday Fellowship
St. Peters Church
College Road
Hextable
Contact: John & Lorna Kahan 
Tel: 01322 271657
Meet most Thursday afternoons
from 2.15pm until 4.00pm

WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS
Women’s Institute
Hextable and Swanley Village WI
Five Wents Hall
Meet: Last Thursday of 
every month at 7.30pm 
Contact: Pat Gager 
Tel: 01322 663536

1st Class Domestics
Repairers of

Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers

& Electric Ovens

Free Callout & Estimate

6 Adcock Walk, Orpington Kent BR6 9SY

Tel: 01689 854871
Your Local Repair Company

No vat to pay

10% off

Quote:

*Plus*

Kent County Sports &
Prestige Vehicles

Suppliers of Sports & Prestige Vehicles

To see more of what is on offer please visit
our website: www.kcsp.co.uk

Email:
kentcountysportsandprestige@hotmail.co.uk

01322 662625
07586 947919
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YOUTH ORGANISATIONS
Girls’ Brigade 
New Members Welcome
Explorers (Ages 5–7)
Juniors (Ages 8–10)
Seniors (Ages 11–13)
Brigaders (Ages 14–21)
Contact: Mrs Mary Matthews
Tel: 01322 525435

Hextable Boys’ Brigade
Meet: Hextable Methodist Church
New members welcome
Contact: Ian & Maureen Packham
Tel: 01322 660758
Email: i.packham@sky.com 

USEFUL CONTACTS
Kent Police 
For all non-urgent incidents or enquiries 
Tel: 01622 690690
If a crime is in progress or life is in danger 
Tel: 999
If you are deaf or speech impaired, text ‘Police’
and your message to 60066
For news, advice or details of your
neighbourhood officer, visit www.kent.police.uk 

FIRE STATION
Swanley Fire Station 
London Road
Swanley BR8 7AE
Tel: 01322 664490. Emergency Tel: 999

LIBRARY
Swanley Library & Information Centre
London Road, Swanley BR8 7AE
Tel: 01322 614660
Email: touristinfo@swanley.org.uk 
www.swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk 

POST OFFICES
Swanley Post Office
London Road
Swanley BR8 7AA
Tel: 01322 666318

Library and Information Centre

MISSED ADVERTISING IN THIS GUIDE AND
WANT TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ONE?

For further details and free samples contact
Plus Publishing Services, Sycamore House, Willesborough Industrial Park, 

Kennington Road, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent TN24 0NR
Tel: 01233 643574

Email: admin@pluspublishing.co.uk
www.pluspublishing.co.uk

Contact one of our sales executives to discuss
your requirements on 01233 643574.

Don’t miss out on this fabulous 
advertising opportunity.



SWANLEY RESIDENTS’ GUIDE

2011-2012 23



Southern Seaters Ltd.
Self Drive VW Hire

VW Shuttle Mini Buses & Vans
of all sizes 2–9 seaters

Tel: 01322 618 927
Fax: 01322 613 752

Beat All
Quotes

• Holidays • Trips to Europe • Fishing
• Moving • Hen & Stag Weekends

• Weddings • Racing Events • Airports
• Contract Hire Available

• VW Transporter Minibuses 8/9 seats
• VW Shuttle Minibuses 8/9 seats

• VW Crafter • VW Transporter
• VW Caddys • VW Fridge Vans

Parrots Bluetooth Systems in all vehicles
& Sat Nav Hire available.

Pembroke Business Centre
Unit 3a, College Road, Hextable, Swanley BR8 7LT

Tel: 01322 618 927 / 0800 3213492
Fax: 01322 613752

www.southernseaters.co.uk
quotes@southernseaters.co.uk
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